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He desires to take Persia, and to seize not only the Bos-
phorus but also the Dardanelles.18

In the spring of 1904, Izvolski, who had just been trans-
ferred from Tokio to Copenhagen, was already contemplat-
ing a revolution in Russian diplomacy: the abandonment
of the long-standing Asiatic conflict with England in favor
of an entente which he hoped would enable Russia to open
the Straits for her own war vessels. In one of his first
conversations with King Edward VII at Copenhagen (which
in view of Sir Edward Goschen's presence was something
more than a purely private and personal talk), Izvolski
set forth his views about Russia's necessities for a free
passage of the Straits. King Edward replied that the
closure of the Straits was not "absolute and eternal/5 but
that for the moment British public opinion was so abso-
lutely opposed to any opening of the Straits that he could
not and would not at present do anything in defiance
of it.19

Similarly, in the later negotiations for the Anglo-
Russian Agreement of 1907, at least so far as they were
carried on by Benckendorff, the Russian Ambassador in
London, Izvolski again tried to carry out his fond hope of
opening the Straits. He did this by offering the concession,
unusual for Russian diplomacy, that England and the other
Powers might send their vessels of war through the Dar-
danelles, but not into the Black Sea.20 Russia would thus

i Arkhiv, II, 31 (1923). Six weeks earlier lie had written
in his diary (Jan. 5/18; ibid., p. 20): "I emphasized [to the Tsar] the
necessity of shifting our main attention from the Far East to the West.
The Tsar formulated it something like this: not to take our eyes off the
East, but to pay the greatest attention to the West."
19 Ph. Crozier, "L'Autriche et FAvant-guerre," in Revue de France^
April 1, 1921, p. 276; cf. also Izvolski, Memoirs (London, 1920), pp. 20,
81 fit.; Lee, King Edward VII, II, 283 ff.; and G.P., XIX, 177 fit, 188.
20 The proposal "which Count Benckendorff had discussed with me
at the time of the Anglo-Russian Convention . . . had been that, while
Russia should have egress from the Black Sea through the Straits, other